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in; LOR D S, _ 7 242: We promiſed not only to 3 but 
Am very glad eo find, thathow to Oppoſe every Thing that might” 
much = ſoever this Matter tend to create Diſunion and Diſcord. 
das raiſed Abroad, yet none of And I do freel y own, that J had then 
chgt has appeared in all this De- 1 very ching | in my Thoughts, as 
t, If a Heat of Zeal has appear- believe a great many Ochers had; 
b Some , et Nothing has been my therefore I look on my ſelf as. 
ied with it Unbecoming the Dig- under an Obligation now to perform 
ky of this Houſe, and the Solem- what I then promiſed. Bn! 
ties of a Great Council. It is a I know, ſome of Our Order, as well 
Kdrantage, eſpecially to One of as my ſelf in particular, have been / * 
þ Bench, to ſpeak againſt any very indecently, and, I hope, very 
hing, that in the Sound and firit unjuſtly too, trearedin many Printed 
dpearance, ſeems to be intended 2 upon this very Account; as 
the Service of the Church: And if we were Enemies to the Church, 
i ſute, if 1 were not fully con- becauſe we cannot think this Bill is 
ced that it i not ſo; but that how for its Service. The Station we are 
5 ſoever it may be intended by in ſets us above the anſwering every 
the Effects of it will be quite ſpiteful Writer. But next to the Queen, 
breavy ; I could not have a Heart we owe it to your Lordſhips, to ſa- 
4 Face to ſpeak againſt it; hut tisfie You, if any thing fticks with -  . ; 
90 ale it With all pollible You. We hope we may appeal to. 
the World, and to dur Dioceſes in 
i "ronfeſs, 1 am Already bound up particular, whether our Labours do 
to this Particular; and determined . not ſhew a true Zeal for the Church 
a Promiſe ſolemnly. made to the in all its Concerns. We are the Diſ- 
een. Her Majeſty Recommended. : ciples of the Croſs, and mult gothro” 
on to Us with a peculiar Vehe- « good Report, and ill Report; but we 
6 wh Stile, when She ſaid, She hope we are ſo well known, and 
ords to expreſs how Earneſt- have lived ſo long in a Publick Scene, 
She deſired to ſee Union and a «and have acted ſuch a Parton it, that 
dd Agreement among Her Sub- . we may reckon our ſelves above ſuch 
5. I am ſure we muft All want Calumnies. Even St. Paul ſaid, He be- 
FP to expreſs a due Senſe of that came 4 fool in plorying ; but it was 


Royal Tenderneſs and Care of when others compelled him to it. 
I. Our Addreſs to Her Majeſty, 


— EIT 


a 
1 
n 1 — 


— . —＋ ʒ3ʒ— 4 — cos ai ee — 


have been ſuch Severities among us 
in every Rei 
tion, that the 


We muſt freely own, that there 


fince the Reforma- 
Are Blemiſhes not ea- 
fily wiped off. The Burnings in 


c K. Edward's Reign, are the Reproach 


of that Time. The Capital Proceed- 


> « ings in G. Elizabeth's Reign, and the 


Severe Act in the 35th Year of it, 


that puniſhes Meetings with Impriſon- 
ment, Baniſhment,and Death, are Ble- 


«miſhes even on that Long and Glori- 
ous Reign. The Repeal of that Act paſt 


in Both Houſes in R. Charless time; and 


it is known by what Management it 


a / 


Fs 


of Wincheſter. 


Was, that it was not tendered to the 


Royal Aſſent. The Mention of Q. Eli- 
Zabetb's Reign, leads me to take notice 
of what has been faid with Relation 


to the Maxims by which She govern- 


ed Her Self, as if She had been inflexi- 
bly ſteady in the Obſervation of the 
Laws, in Matters of Religion: It is 
«certain, that She treated the Papiſts 
all along with a very particular In- 
<dulgence. She would have the Peers 


excuſed from the Obligation to take + 


the Oath of Supremacy. Sheemploy- 


ed Papiſts in all Her Affairs: They 


Were Privy-Councellors and Lords 


Lieutenants. Her Lord- 


The Marquis Treaſurer proteſted a- 


gainſt all the Acts for the 


Reformation; and was known to be 
aa Church-Papiſt, or an Occaſional 
Conformiſt; and yet he continued in 
that great Poſt Fourteen Years, till 
he died. She encouraged the Occa ſio- 


nal Conformity of Papiſts, and appre- 
hended no Danger in that, even from 


them: And yet I hope, it will be ac- 
knowledged, that there was more rea- 


ſon to be afraid, confidering #® 


('2 ) 


their Numbers, and the Hopes they 


had for many Years of a Popiſh Sic. 
ceſfor, than we have now to be z. 
fraid of the Diſſenters. She encoy. 
raged Occaſional Conformity in the 
former, and no body was uneaſy 
it: But the Pope ſaw what it was like 
to end in, and therefore he took cars 
to put a Stop to. itt. 

The Severities in King Fame! 
Reign caſt a Blot on it:. And th 
Proceedings in the Star- Chamber, an 
the High-Commiſſion, in His Son 
.Reign, are ſet forth by a Noble Hi 
ſtorian, as Things that did not a li 
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tle contribute to bring on us the M 1 
ſeries of a Civil War. The Proceed 4; 
ings in King Charles II. Reign wel in 
Severe, and ſet on with bad Deſi th. 
That in a Time both of War and q on 
a Plague, ſuch an Act as the Fix he 
Mile Act ſhould have paſſed, will . 
maze all that do not know the Secf 0 
, of that Time: Soon after the Reſti the 
ration, it had been a very eaſy thi a9 
to have made up all Differences W hig 
mong us; but the Deſign was to e «jy: 
flame them 3 and that Matter Was wre 
driven ; as we all know. Was 
The Earl of Briſtol upon that, e the 
led together a Meeting of the Ci for 
of the Papiſts ; and tendered ti in u 
an Oath of Secreſy, as the Ld. mac 
ford told me in the Tower. He told; 


likewiſe at the Bar of this Houſe: 
then told them, that the Breach 
tween the Church and the Diſſent 
was now fixed ; and would be a 
ed further. It was therefore thay. 
tereſt to make uſe of all the Pro cuti 
cations the Difſenters might "W.. 
with, and to offer their Aſſiſtancq ten 
wr=#4rq;der to the engaging * 
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+0 perition for a General Tolerati- licited by the Agents of the Court, 
— ri they could never be brought . to petition for a General Toleration, 
it, When the Declaration for a but they could not be prevailed on. 
General Toleration in 72 was queſti- What ſome of them did in King. 3 
aned in Parliament, which brought Fames's Reign is well known, and. 
on the Act of the Teft, ſet forth in the cannot be excuſed. By all this we ſee, 
Preamble of this Bill, the Lord C/if- -that the whole Management, with >x 
fr got ſome to move for a Clauſe Relation to Diſſenters, was an Arti- 
in favour of the Diſſenters, hoping fice to advance a Popiſh Intereſt, 
that would have provoked either the which muſt needs give ajuſt Jealou- 
one Side, or the other; and that fie of every thing that looks that way. 
either the Church Party might be of- After the late King had delivered us 
fended with the Motion, or the Diſ- from all our Fears and Dangers; to Of 
ſenters with refuſing it: That was whoſe Memory (let Ungrateful and 
fopt by Alderman Cove, who deſi- . 


a Malicious Men treat Him as they 
red, That though his Own Perſwa- pleaſe) we owe Our preſent Happi-- 
fon was well known, yet that no- neſs, and that we are now ſitting here, 
thing with relation to them might His next Care was te, fecure the 
intervene, to ſtop. the Security that Church of England by the Act of To- 
the Nation and the Proteſtant Religi- leration ; which has not only ſet the 
on would have by that Act: In this Diſſenters at Eaſe, but has made the 
he was ſeconded by moſt of that Par- Church both ſtronger and ſaſer: 
ty; ſo that this Act was obtained in Since God has ſo bleſſed Our Labours, 
fits meaſure by their Aſſiſtance, and that we ſee that the Diſſenters laſe 
therefore it would be hard to turn it as much Strength as we do gain by 
againſt them. The King was then it. EN 
highly offended with them for their The Heat raiſed by thoſe Diſſenti- 
giving up His Declaration: This ons is much allay'd, and-their Num- 
wrought{o much on that Houſe, that bers are abated, by a moderate Com- 
was 10 zealous. for the Church, that putation, at leaſt a Fourth part, if not 
they ordered a Bill to be brought in à Third part. But now they are ala- - 
for the eaſe of Proteſtant Diſſenters, rum'd, and begin to put on more. 
in which little progreſs was indeed Zeal, for they apprehend the Tole- 
made; yet to.the end. of thatParlia- ration is aimed at: And that 4g 27 
ment, tho Conventicles were held ve- «little ſoever ſeems to be in this Bill, 
ry publickly, they never pailed a it is a Step, and will be followed by 
Vote, or made an Addreſs againſt . more that are kept in reſerve till this 
them. Y Point is once gained. The next 
In the end of King Charless Reign Step may be for their Wives and. 
we all remember that a new Proſe- Children; and ſo the Matter may 
ation of them was ſet on foot; and be carried On till the whole Toleratt- 
W senthen whenthe Severities againſt” on 15 broke through. If one picks at. 
bem were very hard, they were ſo- à great Pike. that keeps out che Sea, >> 
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78 and be on their guard : And by this 
ks not 


I that divides and weakens us, mu] 


it will be thought, how ſmall a 


Breach ſoever he makes at firſt, that 


he deſigns a total Inundation. This 
ſeems to weaken and ſhake the To- 
leration : So Menwill grow jealous, 


means we of the Church ſhal 
have ſo free and ſo unſuſpected an 
Acceſs to work on their Reaſons, 


«which we now do with ſo much Suc-_ 


«ceſs, when once their Paſſions are 
| o the Government; who deny th 


kindled againſt us. 


The Preſent State of our Affairs Q 
| 74 make this yet more unſeaſonable : It 


is a Common Maxim, followed even 


6xby Perſecutors, to keep things quiet 
4 a - zealous for the Peace and Order q 


in War; eſpecially in ſuch a War as the Church? They are zealous ft 


this, which is for Univerſal Monar- 


at home, when Nations are engaged 


chy, where all is at ſtake. There 


may happen great Accidents in War, 
and it is no way adviſable to raiſe - 
Diſcontents or Apprehenſions in 


great numbers at home, which may 
come to have very ill Effects, when 


we are in no good Condition to deal 
wich them. I knew ſomewhat of 
Foreign Affairs, during the firſt ſix 
or ſeven Years of the laſt Reign; it 
- was then the common Topick of the 
Agents of Fance, in the Courts of 


our Allies, That England was ſo diſ- 
jointed by Factions at home, that 


there was no truſting to it. No 
Church, when he propoſes, That 
Treaty may be ſet on foot betwee 
Our Convocation, and the Aſſemb 


doubt the ſame Arts are now practi- 


| e ſed. Portugal and Savoy are two 


* 


Allies of the greateſt Conſequence to 
us, who have no Strength to reſiſt 
the Force that will be poured in upon 


them, but as they hope to be ſupport- 
ed by the Treaſure, the Fleet, and 


the Aſſiſtance of E/ gland. Any _ 
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ſions on them: Whereas our Unio 


E Happy Calm the Nation is now in 


beyond Sea. Can we think thatthoſ 
who ſeparate from Our Church, an 


who has writ two Books in behalf 


eſt Facobite in England, and does nc 
| conceal it even in thoſe Books: Ii 


one of theſe he ſays he is one calle 


the Church of Rome: And that A 
thor, I), has in another Boo 


give them a melancholy Prof; pea 
and maymake very dan gerousImpre 


at home, and the maintaining th 


will incline them to depend mom 
firmly on our Treaties with them, 

Some things give a juſt Suſpiciollſ 
when the Men who promote then 
and write for them without door 
are the known and avowed Enemie 


ueen's Title, and are looking toon 
have raiſed a Schiſm in it, can 


ſome what elſe, and therefore we miar 
well believe their Zeal in this Part 
cular is with a view to that, to whid 
they are driving. One Autho 
this Bill, is known to be the furia 


a = Churchman. 
Theſe are new Terms of Diſtinaif 
on, raiſed on Deſign to diſtraftusy: 


more: I know no High Church b 


ſhewed us how near he comes to th: 


of the Clergy of France, and that ui 
ſhould abate the Regal Supremacili 
and they the Papal, and then he fa 
cies all other Matters would be cal * -; 
ly adjuſted. So here we ſee who A, 


to be called High Church. Our Leg 
Eſtabliſhme 
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ablihment founded upon the Pri- flood as in the Front of rr | 


hoſe who fall below it. I knew not to uſe harder Words. This could 
mo of the Eminenteſt Papiſts of the be the better born, if it were not for 


1 8 

— ye Pattern, is the true meaſure of in the moſt Dangerous Times. Sto- 

Unia Church; and thoſe who riſe ries are made, and publickly report-- 

8 reit are as much out of the way, ed of him, which are not ſo: Ilove | 
| 


e, who uſed often to ſay, he was the Relations and Dependencies f y 
icionM the Church of England as by Law thoſe who vent them. ͤF„ 
Hiſhed : T took the Liberty to ask I my. ſelf have met with a large „ e 
| Howſucha Profeſſion did agree ſhare of ſuch Treatment; tho in no- 
h his Sincerity ? He anſwered, he one Step or Part of my Life I ever 
ked on the Laws of Queen Mary gave the leaſt occaſion for it. When 
yet in full force; for he thought · I wrote the Hi/tory of the Reformation, 
een Elizabeth who repealed them, for which I had the Thanks of this 
ch, a no more Right to the Crown Houſe, I was then under no Byaſs; 
Wn 0. Cromwel had; ſo that Her I had neither Favour nor Intereſt to 
der Hs were no Laws. I confeſs, ſince tye me: So thatI wrote purely what 
us fol time, Ihave been jealous when was my own Senſe of Things: And 
ard ſome Perſons pretend to much 2 1 took care to mark all the firſt C, 
Para! for the Church of England as by «beginnings of Nonconfof̃mity, all 
which ef abliſhed. vr he Grounds they went on, and all 
Jutho The Fury with which this Matter , the Colours that impoſed on them, 
iven,does heighten the Jealouſie: . and have ſhewed the Miſtakes and 
wrioulMWat great Matters could this Bill Weakneſs of every one of them, with 
es no duce, if there were not ſomewhat , an Honeſty and Zeal that ought to 
er it? How comes it that our . ſet me beyond Suſpicion. But I own 
Ich ſhould be ſo indecently treat- . I began the World on a Principle of w%..,, 
decauſe we cannot all of us think . Moderation, which I have carried 
aſonable, and do not apprehend down through m wholeLife, and in y 
ve need it? We have in the which I hope I ſhall continue to my 
ch be courſe of our Lives adhered to Life's end. There was a time when 
at Al Intereſt of the Church, at all Pe- . thoſe who are now ſo furious, and 
Boo and in all Times, without ever perhaps ſo full of hopes, needed my 
to tu, in any Particular, leaning to Service, and Thad ſome Credit, which 
Diſſenters; and yet we who for ſome Years was chiefly employ'd 
tweelle been our whole Life long, by in their behalf: Your Lordſhipsmay 6 ; g 6 
T-mbll Labours and our Writings build- remember with what Vehemence 1 s 
upthe Church, muſt now be qe .pleaded for excuſing the Deprived 
Wed 25 the Underminers of it, he- .Biſhops from the Oaths. Others were 
ge fue we cannot comply. with other then, and are now in great Poſts, who 
ns Notions. The Head of our . Tam confident will do me the Juſtice 
ho aer is miſreprented, with as much to own , that I was then the Com- 7 
ice as Virulence, though he «mon Agent both for Papiſs and Fact-— 


ſhme | bites 


| now ſo ill rewardeec. 
% hope I have learned to make the 
Rule, of doing to all others what T 
F «would have others do to me, the 
| _ yq.meaſure of my whole Life. I wiſh 
| all Perſons, with relation to this 
matter, would do as they would be 
5. done by. The Time was, that for ſome 
| ' Years I expected to fall under the Cru- 
| :eky of that Perſecuting Church of 


fort to me, that J had never been guilty 
of doing any thing like that to otherꝭ. 
I do not know: whether that Danger 
is not yet in view: By the Grace of 
God I will never deprive my ſelf of 
this Comfort, That how hardly ſo- 


: hall never treat any hardly in Mat- 
ters of Conleivnce. :- © - 
But now to ſpeak to the Title of 

the Bill Occeſiona] Conformity: I can- 
not in the General condemn this, but 

as it is accompany'd with Error and 
Miſtake in the Particular Inſtance. 
I my ſelf was an Occaſſonal Confor miſſ 
i eneva and Holland; Ithought their 
Churches were irregnlarly formed, 
under great Defects in their Conſti- 
{tatiore; yet I thought Communion: 
with them was lawful, for their Wor- 
ſhip Was not corrupted: But at the 
fame time I continued my Commu- 
nion'with our own-Church, accord- 
ing to the Liturgy of this Church, 
wotth all chat came about me. And 


if tlie Deſigas of ſome of thoſe with- 


out Doors, who are the Promoters. 
of this Bill, fhou'd be brought about, 
if among other unpardonable Peo- 
ple, I ſhould not be at firſt knock d on 
the Head, but ſhould be driven be 


$3#: in diſtreſs ; for which we are yohd 
municate with the Foreign Chur 


think an Occa ſional Conformity wi 


Raume; and it was then noſmall Com- 


this I am very ſure Our Churchi 


tion is among us, and not an 
ever I may be treated by others, I them. But ſome of them by ar 


blame, as they are in every p 
the Separation: But if it is inte 
to tolerate them undertheirothe 


much pleaſure, finds great faul 
thoſe who did not go to the 
Churches, even when they hat 
Ambaſſador's Chappel to reſon 


Conformity with a- leſs pe 


by all who have writ: againft 0” 
ſenters, from the firſt begin 
«theſe Diſputes down to the pl 


yohd Sea, Tia chat caſe voie 


but would likewiſe gather all of 
Church about me, and ſtill cory 
tO worſhip God According to the 
turgy to my Lives end. And f 


leſs perfect Church may well « 
with the continuing to worſhip ( 
in a more perfect one. 

It remains then a Point of 0 
on, which Church or Society i 
more, and which is the leſs perfil 


more perfect and regular, and 
the Separation is formed upon] 
and Miſtake , and that true Ed 


happy: Education think otben 
And in this they are certain 


ſtakes, I do: not ſee why this ſſ 
not be tolerated likewiſe; ſince 
much leſs dangerous than their 
Practices that are not at preſent( 
plained of. The Noble Hit 
whom you are now all reading 


tho' this was certainly an Occa 


Church, where there was no on 
tion to go to it, and when. the 
a more perfect one at hand. 

It has been a Topick inlilk 


Nh „ they Have been Ae called 
11 of to come as near tlie Chur ch as 


conti 
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do with a Good Conſcience: 


rence was made between the Pu- 
and the Brawnifts Or Separatiſts, 
tis very account: But now all 
isreverſed,the Separatiſts are well 
ed on; whereas thoſe who come 


s, and the Children of others do 
thus. And ſhall we go to caſt a 


- 


5 Dioceſe, thoſe who are Occaſſo- 
then Conformiſts out of Principle, 
rtainlſſo come ſometimes to Church, and 
ry pi ſometimes to Meetings, are with. 
; inte: number; who yet have no Of- 
the, and ſeem to pretend to none. I 
his Hake do not deſire to preſs it hard 

en them, that they may not do 
heir e th; leſt this, inſtead of keeping 
em em from Meetings, hinder them 
Hilancoming to Church.T have heard 
ding: of One in Office in my Dioceſe, 
faut goes to Meetings; and that is 
the y to a Weekly Lecture. There- 
y. hah” lnce Occaſional Conformity is on- 
reſon to be blamed, when it goes upon 
cc Error and a Miſtaken Principle; 


o not ſee why it ſhould be worſe 
ated than the other Errors that are 


10 00 
the tolerated ;* for *tis that of all the 
d. er Errors, which has done the 
inſiſtü eateſt Service to the Church. 

ft th now come next to the Bill it ſelf. 
inis 2 Preamble here, that was in 
he poſe former Bill, in favour of Tolera- 


n; which is now left out. I con- 


— 
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ie Church as be there; for it did not very well a- 
could, and to do all that they . 


herefore before the Wars, great 


x nearet us are diſcouraged; 
' we do all ſee that this 18 4 Step | 
which many come over entirely, 


ter into a conſtant Communion 


3333 A or „ . 
-feſs, I do not know how it came 


gree with the Bill; eſpecially as it 


was at firſt ſent up to us. It put one 77 


-in mind of a Clauſe in the Sentence 
of the Courts of Inquiſition. When 
a Heretick is condemned, and deli- 
-vered to the Secular Arm, they con- 


jure the Magiſtrate, by the Mercies © 


of God, and the Bowels of Jeſus 


_ -Chriſt, that no Harm be done tothe 


obſtinate Heretick, neither in Life, 


nor in Limb. But all this is Farce; for 


he is to be burnt immediately. Theſe 
Words, put in the Preamble, were a 


Solemn Declaration , that could not 
have been forgot; if other Matters had 


been afterwards offered at: They are 
now left out, with Beg Sincerity, no 
doubt; for thoſe who do not intend to 


maintain the Toleration, act very ho- 


neſt part, when they will not profeſs it. 
42 rags it may he ſaid, Let us put 
in theſe Words, and ſtand to them ; 
But {till this will not lay the Appre- 
henſions that the leaving out thoſe 
Words muſt raiſe. As if the Original 


Deſign of this Bill, was to ſtrike at- 


thoſe who have contrived it, would 
:not limit themſelvesby words of their 
on Framing, tho they may, td car- 


ry their Point, conſent to their be- 


ing put in by others, to which th 
-do only give way ; which they will 
not think to be ſuch a Tye on them, 
as if they had of their own accord, 
put them in, in the firſt Draught of 
the .. 1 
There are other Words in the Pre- 


amble, that do not appear to me to 


— % 


be well grounded. After the Two EA 
Acts, the Cerporatiou-cict, and the Teft- >6 


ts 


it was intended, that all Men com- 

| .prehendz1 in them, ſhould be, and al- 

Ways continue to be, of the Communi- 

onof the Church of England. By the 

firſtof theſe Acts, no Man could bear 

- Office in a Corporation, unleſs he 

had received the Sacrament within a 

-Year before: And by the other, he 

WhO a Place of Truſt, was to re- 

. ceive the Sacrament. within Three 

«Months after. So by theſe Acts, it is 

very true, that no Man might be! in 

any Employment, who either had not 

LE. been, or was not then, in the Commu- 

-nion of the Church : Butthere is not 

-a Clauſe, nor a Word in either of 

theſe Acts, that import, that he cad 

- always continue to be ſo. | 

If the Clauſe once offered by us in 

this Houſe, had been received, oblig- 

ing ſuch Perſons to come to Church 
once a Month, and to receive the Sa 

erament once 2Year; then this Inten- 

tion would have been very plainly de- 

clared. But as it is, ſince no ſuchClauſe 

appears, Ido not ſee how, in a Reci- 

tal, we can affirm a Thing that has no 

Foundation. For how Unlimited ſoe- 

ver our Enacting Power may be, yet 

ina Recital, a thing muſt eicherbe as 

It is ſer forth to be, or all the Autho- 

Tity on Earth cannot make it to be 
Klei chan i it is. '© 


_ * ” 


(3) 
Ad, a are ſet fot. it is EET That 5 
a proper Time a Bill mall be bronef 
in, diſabling all to hold any Emplg ö 
ment, except thoſe who contig 
to be in the Communion- of 


_ Clauſe: 
-A@. of Toleration, to lay a 
Fine for going to a Meeting role] 


As for the EnaQin Part, when 


Church of England, J ſhall concur 
ic heartily ; bur for a Fine of Fi 
Pounds, I cannot agree to it. 0 
Puniſhment goes farther than Di 
bling. I cannot agree to amy f 
nor is it conſiſtent wing l 


ted by Law. Nor can I conſent 
the reckoning the Foreign Chu 
that are tolerated among us, whi 
are by Name excepted in the A 
_ Unitormity,, among the Meeting 
the Separatiſts from Our Church. 
will have a ftrange Sound all 
World over; and will be a nig 
Diſcouragement to all abroad, 
expect Deliverance and Protl id 
from hence; when they under 
that it is made ſo Criminal a 
among us to worſhipGod with af 
and according to their Way. 
For theſe Reaſons, I think, chi 
ought not to be now entertained 
that the Subject-Matter of the 
ought to be left to be con 
at a more proper Time. 


— 
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